
Where History Comes Alive 

Visitation at the Battleship 
NORTH CAROLINA was up 
12.3% over 2008 figures for 
the month of July, according 
to Executive Director, Captain 
Terry Bragg. “It’s the first time 

we have crossed the 40,000 
paid visitors per month hall-
mark since 2002!” August 
visitation is also up from last 
year.  
Attendance indicates that 
people are enjoying activities 
closer to home. Most of the 
visitors are from North Caro-
lina, while others are staying 
in Myrtle Beach and driving 
to Wilmington for the day. “It 
seems as though we are go-
ing to have a stellar calendar 
year as well,” states Heather 
Loftin, Promotions Director. 

Battleship Has Record Summer Attendance 
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Tuesday 

September 8 

�Battleship 

Hours return 

to 8 AM to 5 

PM daily. 

Last ticket 

sold at 4PM. 

Mark your calendars to visit 
the Battleship on Saturday, 
September 26th when the 
Living History Crew returns. 
Their weekend activities in-
clude a General Quarters 
drill (mid Saturday morning), 
Combat Information Center 
drill, sick call, mail call, offi-
cers call, and division musters 
on deck. You may also join 
them for divine service in the 
chapel on the second deck at 
8:30 Sunday morning, the 
27th.  

Living History Crew Returns 

“We not only are reaching 
people traveling to and 
through the area, but we also 
have numerous programs 
coming in the fall that will 
appeal to our local communi-
ties. It’s a reminder that the 
ship is still the neighbor next 
door.” 
 
(Above: Waikiki Beach and 
Diamond Head, Hawaii. Left: 
BB-55 crew members Bob 
Jungklas and Harry Arnest on 
liberty.) 

The Family Readiness Group (wives) are 
selling attractive car magnets for $8 as a 
fundraiser. Orders must be received be-
fore September 15.  Make the checks 
payable to USS NORTH CAROLINA FRG  
and mail to Margaret Newton, 172 Buck-
eye Road, Groton, CT 06340 

Support Our Submarine 



October Fun on the Battleship 

Ghostbusters starring Bill 
Murray will be shown as the 
Fantail Family Movie on Octo-
ber 9th. Tickets are $1 and 
popcorn and soda will be 
available. The first 20 people 
to arrive wearing Halloween 
costumes are free! 

Ghost Ship, a haunted house 
walk-through, will run Oct. 
16th , 23rd, 24th, and 30th. 
Tickets are $10 and they go 

on sale at 6:30 pm on the night 
of the events. Ghost Ship will use 
fog, actor volunteers, and light-
ing to create an eerie and fic-
tional ship that has become lost 
at sea, making it a thrilling 
haunted house experience. 

Batty Battleship’s Halloween 
Bash, a brand-new event for 
families and children, will pro-
vide a safe place for little trick-
or-treaters to come onboard the 
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5-inch Gun Mounts by Bill Barnes 

When most visitors come 
aboard the Battleship they 
readily see and recognize the 
twin guns in the 5-inch mounts. 
What they do not realize is 
that they are only seeing the 
gun house, that part of the 
mount where the guns are 
located and fired. I was one 
of those people until I came 
aboard the NORTH CARO-
LINA and began researching 
the 5-inch guns. I never knew 
just how much was involved in 
their operation.  

The gun house only makes up 
one third of the mount. Lo-
cated below are the other 
two thirds: the upper and 
lower handling rooms. With-
out these two rooms the gun 
house by itself would be use-
less for it is from these two 
rooms that the guns receive 
their ammunition.  

The NORTH CAROLINA has 
ten 5-inch gun mounts. Lo-
cated under each gun house, 
on the deck below, is a com-
partment known as the upper 
handling room. It contained 
100 rounds of ammunition, 
both powder and projectiles, 
and was manned by 15 men. 
When needed, the men sent 
the ammunition to the gun 
house above by manually 
loading it into each of the two 
electric-hydraulic driven hoists 

in the center of the room. Each 
twin gun mount has two sets of 
hoists, one for the right barrel 
and one for the left barrel. As 
the gun house above rotated so 
did the hoists. 

The gun powder was stored in 
an aluminum can. When 
needed, the can was opened, 
the brass cartridge removed 
and placed in one side of the 
hoist and sent to the gun house. 
This process could also be done 
manually if the primary system 
failed or was damaged. The 
empty metal cans were then 
either dropped through open-
ings in the deck to the compart-
ment below or tossed through 
openings in the bulkhead into 
the adjacent compartment. 

On the opposite side of the hoist 
the projectiles were loaded 
nose down into the fuze pots. 
The fuze was set as the projec-
tile moved upward to the gun 
house.  

The upper handling room also 
allowed access to the gun house 
from inside the ship. Normally 
the nine man crew entered the 
gun house through either of its 
two side hatches. During the last 
crew reunion Bob Fennelly ex-
plained to me that during heavy 
weather the crew climbed a 
ladder in the center of the hoist 
and went through a hatch in the 
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gun house platform. 

When visiting the Battleship you 
can see just what the upper 
handling room looked like. Up-
per handling room for Mount 
#2, located on the main deck, 
has been restored, and though it 
cannot be entered you can see 
inside. Further aft, the restored 
handling room for Mount #10 
can be entered. We are consid-
ering working on Mount #10 
gun house (01 level next to the 
whaleboat) as it is much more 
complete than Mount #1 (01 
level starboard) that is currently 
open to the public. 

Beneath the upper handling 
room is the lower handling 
room, primary storage room for 
the 5-inch ammunition. As the 
rounds were depleted above 
additional powder charges and 
projectiles were sent upward. 
Sometimes this room is directly 
below the upper room, however 
depending upon the physical 
layout of the ship, the lower 
room is two or more decks be-
low the upper room.  

And keep in mind that each shell 
weighed 55 pounds, the pow-
der cartridge weighed 15 
pounds and that each gun could 
fire 15 rounds per minute. That 
is a lot of ammunition to be 
moving around so that the guns 
could do their job! 

Battleship. Sponsorships are 
available. An 8-foot table costs 
$50. Activities will include carni-
val games, crafts, storytelling, 
and a family-friendly haunted 
house on October 27th from 
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm. Tickets are 
$5 a person.  

For more information about 
these events, please call 910-
251-5797 or email 
leads@battleshipnc.com. 

Ghost Ship t-shirts, hats and 
mugs are for sale in the 
Battleship store. 

� Bill Barnes began 

volunteering on the 

Battleship in April. He 

hails from New Jersey 

where he taught kin-

dergarten through 8th 

grade for 30 years 

and also taught for 

Brookdale Community 

College. He and his 

wife Judy moved to 

Southport in 2001. Bill 

spent eight years 

working for Bald 

Head Island marina 

before joining us here 

on the ship. His inter-

ests include boating, 

reading military his-

tory, and crafting 

models.  



Editor’s Note: Crewmember 
and Radioman Chuck Paty 
has written about all the ra-
dio rooms onboard the 
NORTH CAROLINA. We con-
tinue our series. 

Bridge Radio was located in 
the forward part of the Chart 
House, just behind the Pilot 
House on the 04 level. Space 
was provided in the corner of 
the Chart House for a radio 
position that included a table 
with typewriter. Also included 
was a TBS Transceiver for 
voice communication with 
other ships. The position had a 
pneumatic tube for sending 
paper messages back and 
forth to Radio I and a voice 
tube to speak to the Pilot 
House. The position was gen-
erally manned by one Radio-
man when at sea or during 
General Quarters. It was not 
manned in port. 

Radio V or Flag Radio was 
located in part of Flag Plot,  
located on the 03 level. The 
resident admiral and his staff, 
including radiomen, operated 
from Flag Plot. Note: In August 
1944, Flag Radio was con-
verted to the Combat Informa-
tion Center. 

Radio VII or BATT 2 is lo-
cated on the 07 level, called 
Stryker’s Bridge during the 
war. This was Secondary 
Steering Control and was not 
manned during normal cruis-
ing. It contained the remote 
steering and engine control 
mechanism for the ship in the 
event the main bridge control 
area was knocked out. It was 
manned during General Quar-
ters only by about 12 people, 
which made it quite crowded. 

During GQ were the Executive 
Officer, one or two more offi-
cers, a Quartermaster, a 

In Their Own Words by Charles Malvern Paty, Jr. 
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Helmsman, a Yeoman, a Phar-
macist Mate (in case of an 
injury), a Radioman and three 
or four seaman lookouts. The 
Radioman stood watch on the 
TBS Transceiver and recorded 
by hand any messages re-
ceived of interest to the ship. 
A number of men wore sound 
power telephones, so the area 
was a maze of wires on deck. 

The compartment was divided 
into four quadrants. Section A 
was occupied by the Quarter-
master and the Helmsman. 
Section B was occupied by the 
Executive Officer and one 
other officer. Section C was 
occupied by another officer 
and the Yeoman. Section D 
was occupied by the Pharma-
cist Mate and the Radioman. 
The compartment contained 
one hatch for access to levels 
above and below. The Look-
outs were assigned to the out-
side platform. 
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Flag Radio, October 1941 

Radio VII, Fire Control Tower level 7 
Bridge Radio was located in the 

Chart House on the 04 level  

Secondary Steering Control, 

Fire Control Tower level 7 in 

2008. 
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Business Office:  Director: Capt. Terry Bragg, USN (Ret.) 

  Maintenance Director: Roger Miller; Comptroller: Elizabeth Rollinson 

  Brooke Laton, Candy Edwards, Kim Mintz 

Maintenance: Robert Hall, Terry Kuhn, Steve Lewis, Phil Southworth, Gary Pietak, Jason Boyd 
Museum: Kim Sincox, Mary Ames Booker 

Programs: Danielle Wallace, Shelly Robinson, Christine Jamet, Julia Yannetti 

Promotions: Heather Loftin 

Ship’s Store: Leesa McFarlane, Cathy Shipman, Devin Buie, Tara Banks, Sabrina Porter, Joy Lynch 

Night Watchmen: Danny Bradshaw, Bill Parr, Brian Gibson 

Webmaster: Randy Drew 

Battleship NORTH CAROLINA, PO Box 480, Wilmington, NC 28402; 910-251-5797; www.battleshipnc.com 

Explore and Discover! Battleship NORTH CAROLINA 

Salute to World War II Veterans Jamboree  
Saturday, September 12th 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Hannah Block Historic USO 

Second Street and Orange Street, Wilmington NC 

 

Expected to be a repeat performance of the highly success-
ful 2005 Jamboree when 90 veterans and home front 
workers participated and nearly 1,000 visitors attended. 
Our “Thank You” to all who served. 

 

Join other WWII veterans and home front workers and 

Enjoy memories, fellowship, and nostalgia: 

• Meet the public and swap wartime stories 

• Display WWII memorabilia, uniforms, documents, photos 
at individual tables 

• Refreshments served - Lunch provided to participants 

• Free admission - Donations accepted - WWII music 

 

Interested Participants Contact: 

Doris Ayers at 910-796-3292 or DAyers91@aol.com 

Sponsored by the 

World War II Wilmington Home Front Heritage Coalition 

P.O. Box 425, Wilmington, NC 28402; 910-793-6393; 
JonesWD@aol.com 

We now have a Facebook page and invite you to join 
our community online!  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/
Wilmington-NC/USS-NORTH-CAROLINA-
Battleship/91889318859 

Simply click on “Become a Fan” to interact with other 
members, supporters, and former crew while keeping up 
to date on all the events and activities! 

Follow us on Twitter, too. 

www.twitter.com/battleshipnc 

We invite you to share this email with any friends or 
family members, and look forward to welcoming them to 
the Battleship NORTH CAROLINA. 

 

Check out our visitors’ photographs and videos on Flickr 
and YouTube and share your own!  

Stay Connected to the Battleship 


