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Hidden Battleship Tour 

Register now for the Novem-
ber 14th Hidden Battleship 
tour. Interpretive guides will 
tour small groups through 
various areas off the regular 
tour route. You’ll see and 
learn about officers’ quarters 
(bow and half deck), boat-
swain’s locker, ammunition 
handling rooms, ship’s brig, 
after-gyro, storage rooms, 
engineering spaces, machin-
ery space #1, radio transmit-
ter room, area where the 
torpedo struck, ship’s reefers, 
and climb inside the fire con-
trol tower all the way to the 
top of the ship! The Azalea 

Coast Radio Club will interpret 
the radio transmitter room. 

The tour lasts four hours and you 
choose between a morning 
(8:30-12:30) or an afternoon 
(1:30-5:30) session. Participants 
must be able to maneuver over 
high hatch combings and climb 
up/down narrow ladders. 
Sturdy shoes are required! Age 
12 and over only. Bring your 
camera...that’s all you will need! 

Questions? Contact the Museum 
Department at 910-251-5797 
ext. 3026 or  

curator@battleshipnc.com. 

To Register please call: 910-
251-5797. 

The fee is $45 per person or 
$35 for Friends member and 
active military. The fee in-
cludes general ship admission, 
so you can tour the regular 
route on the same day. 

Hidden Battleship will also be 
offered on January 23 and 
March 13, 2010. We only 
give the tour in the cooler 
months. Two, new specialized 
tours are in development for 
2010...stay tuned! 

Ghostbusters starring Bill 
Murray will be shown as the 
Fantail Family Movie on Octo-
ber 9th at 8:30PM. Tickets are 
$1 and popcorn and soda 
will be available. The first 20 
people to arrive wearing 
Halloween costumes are free! 

Ghost Ship, a haunted house 
walk-through, will run Oct. 
16th, 23rd, 24th, and 30th. Tick-
ets are $10 and go on sale 
at 6:30 pm on the night of the 
event. (The event runs from 7-
10 PM.) Ghost Ship will use 
fog, actor volunteers, and 
lighting to create an eerie 

and fictional ship that has be-
come lost at sea, making it a 
thrilling haunted house experi-
ence. 

Batty Battleship’s Halloween 
Bash, a brand-new event for 
families and children, will 
provide a safe place for little 
trick-or-treaters to come on-
board the Battleship. Activi-
ties will include carnival 
games, crafts, storytelling, 
and a family-friendly haunted 
house on October 27th from 
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm. Tickets 
are $5 a person.  

For more information about 
these events call 910-251-
5797. 

 

October on Battleship 

● Ghostbusters 

Movie, October 9th, 

8:30 PM 

● Batty Battleship, Oc-

tober 27th, 5:30 PM 

● Ghost Ship, October 

16, 23, 24, 30. Tick-

ets go on sale at 

6:30 PM. Tickets 

are limited. 

Above: Third deck hatch 
combings off the tour 
route. Below (L-R): Radio II, 
view from FC tower, En-
gine room  
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Back In Time 

October 27, 1937: “One of 
the largest crowds ever re-
corded in the NY Navy Yard 
assembled to witness the 
ceremonies attending the lay-
ing of a keel. October 27th is 
Navy Day, a day set aside 
by the Navy League and 
dedicated to the memory of 
President Theodore Roosevelt.  
Visitors who came to witness 
the ceremonies in connection 
with the laying of the keel for 
this big battleship (the first 
since the limitations of arms 
treaty 15 years ago) were 
not permitted to have an idle 
moment before or after the 

ceremonies, as they were well 
entertained by the numerous 
exhibits at every turn, the prod-
ucts of each and every shop in 
the yard.” 30,000 visitors lis-
tened to speeches given by 
North Carolina Lt. Governor 
Wilkins P. Horton and Charles 
Edison, Asst. Secretary of the 
Navy. The crowd then cheered 
as the men drove the first rivets 
uniting the sections of the Battle-
ship’s foundation. An artist’s 
rendering of the event graced 
the cover of The Master Me-
chanics and Foreman’s Assn., 
Anchors Aweigh 1938 maga-
zine. 
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October 18, 1941: The first 
Ship’s Ball was held in the 
Grand Ballroom of the St. 
George Hotel, Brooklyn, NY. 
The guests of honor were Cap-
tain and Mrs. Hustvedt. 2100 
people enjoyed the music of 
two popular orchestras (Teddy 
Black and Al Kavelin) and a 
floor show by the U.S.O. “The 
only thing missing was plenty of 
space in which to dance….” But 
it was “a swell time for all, and 
a hot time in the old town to-
night.” 

October 17, 
1945: A tug with 
the banner 
“Welcome Home 
/ Well Done” 
greets the 
NORTH CARO-
LINA’s arrival in 
Boston harbor 
after the war. 

October 1961: Welcome 
Home USS NORTH CARO-
LINA exclaimed the local 
newspaper headlines as the 
Battleship made her way to 
the newly dredged berth 
(right) across from downtown 
Wilmington. Her 26 mile jour-
ney up the river was delayed 
on October 1st by heavy 
seas, but she arrived in Wil-
mington to cheering crowds 
on October 2nd.  

BB-55 has been here for 48 
years and just celebrated an 
outstanding summer atten-
dance. 



                                Page 3 

Scuttlebutt October 2009 

Wartime Fuel Consumption Tabulated 

Volunteer Kirk Binning col-
lated data to create this 
chart, left. Another chart lists 
corresponding ship’s location 
or activity. 

How many miles per gallon 

does your car get? 

The Battleship got .006 miles 
per gallon or moved 32 feet 
per gallon. 

It took 23 gallons of fuel to 
move the Battleship its own 
length of 729-1/2 feet. 



Editor’s Note: Crewmember 
and Radioman Chuck Paty 
has written about the radio 
rooms onboard the NORTH 
CAROLINA. We continue with 
his recollections of Radio IX.  

I had been promoted from 
Apprentice Seaman to Sea-
man 2c on 12 April 1942, 
observed my 18th birthday 
on 29 July 1942 and re-
ceived a birthday card from 
my parents in Charlotte 
NC.  It was not a very excit-
ing birthday, but it was my 
first naval one.  Up to this 
point in time, we had experi-
enced no enemy action, but 
that was about to change. 

Although I was a Radioman 
Striker, I was assigned to 
various radar duties since, at 
that time, the ship had no 
separate Radar Division and 
my Battle Station was Radio 
IX [9]. I was to man a large 
radar transmitter [probably a 
Mark 4] that was connected 

to Sky One (Mark 37 director) 
some 50 or more feet 
above.  My principle duty was 
to maintain a steady flow of 
voltage and amperage 
through the transmitter.  The 
flow was aggravated by the 
gunfire of the five inch batter-
ies and as it fluctuated, I ad-
justed the voltage and amper-
age knobs. 

On 24 August 1942, the Bat-
tleship engaged in repelling a 
coordinated air attack on Task 
Force Sixteen from 1712 to 
1721. The NORTH CAROLINA 
[BB55] and the ENTERPRISE 
[CV6] were the principle ob-
jectives of the attack from 
about 40 enemy aircraft. The 
ENTERPRISE was in the center 
of a circle formation formed 
by the NORTH CAROLINA, the 
light cruiser ATLANTA and the 
heavy cruiser PORTLAND, 
positioned 2500 yards out. 
This whole formation was 
screened by six destroyers. 

In Their Own Words by Charles Malvern Paty, Jr. 
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The weather was fair with 
bright sunshine, visibility unlim-
ited. Sea was moderate with 
wind about 16 knots from the 
southwest. This Task Force was 
operating with Task Force 
Eleven to the northward of the 
GUADALCANAL–NDENI 
line.  This was an imaginary 
line which ran northwest from 
Guadalcanal at a 45 degree 
angle. Our noon position was 
9 degrees south, 163 degrees 
east.  An enemy carrier task 
force had been reported in 
position 4 degrees 40 minutes 
south, 161 degrees 15 minutes 
east on course 180 at 1005. 

At 1326, a Japanese four 
engine aircraft was shot down 
by our carrier aircraft at 
about 18,000 yards [9 miles] 
southward of our formation. 
General Quarters was 
sounded and all battle stations 
were continuously manned until 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Above left: Peering into Radio IX. The radar transmitter is the large, dark object. This model dates 
to a later installation than 1942. Above right: View from Radio IX toward hatch to 01 deck. 
(2009 photos) 
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after the action at 1851, at 
which point it was cancelled. 

At 1530,  the ship was in po-
sition 8 degrees 44 minutes 
south,163 degrees 17 minutes 
east, when our search CXAM 
radar discovered many uni-
dentified aircraft on true 
bearing 299 degrees, range 
141,000 yards [70 miles].  At 
1631, large groups of enemy 
aircraft were again detected 
at ranges of 83,000, 84,000 
and 86,000 yards and these 
target ranges decreased rap-
idly in the succeeding minutes. 
At 1640, the speed of Task 
Force Sixteen was increased 
to twenty seven [27] knots on 
course 130.  During the time 
the ship maintained 27 knots, 
we developed a terrible vi-
bration but this speed was 
maintained until the attack 
developed. 

At 1706, large groups of 
unidentified aircraft had been 
tracked in to about 30,000 
yards [15 miles] on true bear-
ings 335.  At 1710, signal 
was made “standby to repel 
air attack.”   

At this point, my mind went 
into high speed and my whole 
life raced past. What was 
about to happen to 
me?  What was about to hap-
pen to my ship?  At this time, I 
had been standing or sitting in 
my “sweat box” [Radio IX] for 
some four hours. There were 
no visits to the head, no water, 
no visit topside for air.   

I had heard only a few re-
ports over my sound powered 
phones connected to Sky One. 
On the one occasion I at-
tempted to communicate with 
Sky One, I was told to GET 
OFF THE LINE. 

Silence – Silence – My mind 
continued to race.  At 1712, 
the NORTH CAROLINA 
opened fire with 5”/38 AA 
fire on Japanese dive bomb-
ers attacking the ENTER-
PRISE.  The ENTERPRISE began 
violent course changes which 
we and the rest of the Task 
Force followed at 27 knots. 

At 1713, ten Japanese dive 
bombers attacked the NORTH 
CAROLINA from our star-

In Their Own Words continued 

board  bow and the five inch 
mounts just outboard of my 
battle station were putting up 
a furious rate of fire. 

At 1715, a second dive bomb-
ing attack was made on BB55 
from the port quarter by six 
dive bombers. Four bombs hit 
near the ship in this attack as 
follows: one abreast the star-
board catapult about 100 
yards out, one abreast the 
starboard catapult at 150 
yards out, one dead astern 
about 50 yards and one 
abreast the port catapult 
which knocked down the auto-
matic weapon gunners and 
flooded the deck with a foot 
and a half of water [The deck 
was depressed due to our 
speed which pushed down the 
stern]. 

We ceased fire at 1722 as 
all targets were out of range. 
In this short time, we accounted 
for seven Japanese aircraft 
shot down and a possible 14. 
The actual attack had lasted 
nine minutes and we had suf-
fered one killed [George Con-
lon] and no wounded. 

(Left) Illustration depicts 
Radio IX on 24 August 
1942 and demonstrates 
how compact it was. There 
was no ventilation although 
there was a fan built into 
the radar transmitters which 
only seemed to circulate hot 
air. During an attack, all 
the doorways and hatches 
were closed including the 
watertight hatch below 
deck located in the pas-
sageway. Radio IX, 01 level, starboard side, 

1941. Radio IX is “TRANS. RM” on the 
drawing.  
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Explore and Discover! Battleship NORTH CAROLINA 

What’s New? 

Teakdecking Systems from Sarasota Florida returned to the Battleship this summer 
to continue repairs on the deck. The photos show the earlier repairs (darker) and 
the newly repaired teak and a view of the repaired bow.  We can anticipate 
returning the ship’s massive anchor chains to their original locations now.  

Local architectural firm LS3P Associates Ltd. created the Bat-
tleship NORTH CAROLINA for “canstruction,” the first annual 
design/build competition to benefit the Food Bank of Central 
and Eastern NC. They used Navy and Black beans 
(camouflage pattern)  for the structure, tuna fish cans for the 
turrets, mushroom cans for the other guns, fettuccini for the 
deck, and a variety of slim jims sizes for the gun barrels. A 
sea of water bottles and even “Charlie” surrounded the ship. 


